November 1st, 2009
Hi 
I am just about ready to go to Indonesia. I fly down to Jakarta via Singapore on Friday but, unlike last year, will not be spending a day in Singapore. I will again be staying in the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Jakarta. The launch of the P3-6 books (or ‘relaunch’ as the publisher is calling it) is on Saturday. I give a 4-hour presentation, half of it in the morning and half in the afternoon. This year, my presentation will use PowerPoint. I got the publisher to prepare it, using my guidelines, and they did a good job and I then made changes and corrections. I would have done the whole thing myself but did not have access to the pictures from the books. I do not like PowerPoint, as I do not think it is a good teaching aid, much preferring overhead transparencies (I will not give my reasons now but they are solid). From Monday to Thursday, I will visit primary schools that have adopted our books to do some teacher training with teachers, primarily on how to use questions effectively. From Jakarta, we fly up to Medan for a similar presentation on Saturday (14th). I have not been to Medan before. On Sunday (15th), I fly from Medan to Singapore and then to HK. I will arrive back here at a civilised time rather than at nearly 1 am last year (on the last hotel bus). 
Last Monday was the Chung Yuen festival, the autumn grave-sweeping holiday. Unfortunately, it was hot and dry and so there were again a number of hillside fires. Also, the other day, there was another rooftop acid ‘bomb’ attack, this time in Sham Shui Po. Fortunately, no one was injured this time. This is the third such attack in recent months. Recently, quite a number of IIs from South Asia have been caught coming from China in flimsy boats. Yesterday, a batch of about 30 was intercepted, including, for the first time, people from Afghanistan. Part of the reason for the influx is that under current HK law, when IIs claim political asylum, which all of them do, they are allowed to work until their cases are dealt with which can take up to several years. 
Nadine, I got your postcard from Australia the same evening after we had spoken on Skype. You did not ask and I did not say anything, so I guess you realised it had not yet been received. 
Normally, after going to bed, I fall asleep quite quickly. But the other night, I went to bed at 10 pm but didn't get to sleep until 3 am or after! Surprisingly, I was not really tired the next day. Because of going to Indonesia, this week will be the last for swimming for the season. As I have mentioned, swimming has been rather difficult and boring. So on Friday I decided to vary it a bit by including medlies (1 length backstroke + 2 freestyle faster + 1 breaststroke + 2 more free faster  x 6). Felt quite good and so did 2 km. 
Another typhoon hit the Philippines yesterday. This is the fourth typhoon in the past month. 
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Yesterday, the final Bledisloe Cup match between the ABs and the Wallabies was played in Tokyo. You may remember that last year it was held in HK. It was originally supposed to be held in Denver, Colorado, but was switched to Tokyo for financial reasons! I watched the game on TV, which NZ won 32-19 after being down 16-13 at the end of the first half. So, Australia only scored three points in the second half. Carter scored 22 of NZ’s points. Again, the cup was not at stake as NZ had already retained it from victories in the previous three games. From Japan, both teams fly off to Europe for a series of games and tests.
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Next Thursday, Nov 5th, is Guy Fawkes day which commemorates the day in 1605 when Guy Fawkes and his Catholic co-conspirators were caught while trying to blow up the English parliament while the protestant King James I was present. When I was a boy, it was a big event in NZ, with bonfires and letting off fireworks, but do not know if that is the case now. 
That’s it for now. 
Cheers
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